Telling the story of the Old People at Cloggs Cave near Buchan

The GunaiKurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation asked Monash University to put a team of archaeologists and other specialists together,
to better understand how long ago the Old People came to Cloggs Cave near Buchan, and what they did there. During that research, a small

sandstone grindstone was found. The grindstone was put in the cave by the Old People sometime between 1600 and 2100 years ago.
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It is a small, 12 m long x 5 m wide
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Large amounts of collagen were found on both the Cloggs Cave
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grindstone’s flat surfaces. Collagen fibres are found in the
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wings and legs were found on the grindstone. The damaged

D) moth remains are what would be expected when lighlty cooking

é\-;é}é and grinding them into a paste for food.
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XX The results of our archaeological research show that the

@ Old People had gathered Bogong moths, and processed
and cooked them for food over the past 80 generations.
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These findings represent the first archaeological remains of Bogong moths in Australia,and, = hsposterwasproducedby
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They provide insights into a cultural practice that has until now remained archaeologically -

invisible. The method used on the Cloggs Cave grindstone also shows a new way to better /@ﬁ“’%

understand the story of the foods eaten by the Old People thousands of years ago. N, A
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