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W e  p a y  o u r  r e s p e c t s  a n d  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  T r a d i t i o n a l  C u s t o d i a n s  

o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  a n d  w a t e r s ,  t h e  G u n a i k u r n a i  p e o p l e  

f r o m  t h e  c l a n s  o f  t h e  K r a u a t u n g a l u n g ,  T a t u n g a l u n g ,  B r a b r a l u n g ,  

B r a y a k a u l u n g  &  B r a t a u a l u n g .  

W e  p a y  r e s p e c t  t o  A n c e s t o r s  b o t h  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  t o  e m e r g i n g  l e a d e r s ,  

a n d  t o  t h e  l a n d s  o n  w h i c h  t h i s  e v e n t  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  o n .

This event is proudly coordinated by Peppers - Community, Arts & Cultural Services



DAY 1: THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2024

Day one kicks off  with a dynamic showcase of
Gippsland Aboriginal  businesses,  highl ighting their
incredible work across a range of industr ies .  

This is  your chance to connect direct ly with talented
business leaders and explore excit ing opportunit ies
for col laboration.  

As stal lholders present their  services,  you’ l l  have the
opportunity to explore procurement possibi l i t ies ,
forge strong partnerships,  and direct ly support the
growth of Aboriginal  enterprises.



Time Activity Facilitator Location

9:00 Registration Kinaway & GLaWAC Staff Entry / Foyer Area

10:00 Welcome to Country Aunty Michelle Dow 
& Alice Pepper

Turfside Function Room

10:15 Opening Address from your hosts GLaWAC – Shay Terrick
Many Rivers – Richard Belford
Kinaway – Kim Keen

Turfside Function Room

10:30 Deadly in Gippsland History Alice Pepper Turfside Function Room

10:45 Morning Tea

11:00 Showcasing Deadly Businesses Turfside Function Room

12:30 Lunch

1:30 Showcasing Deadly Businesses Turfside Function Room

4:00 Day One Close

DAY 1: THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2024

5:30pm Networking Gathering Mick Johnson Room

Kinaway Opening Address Kinaway Mick Johnson Room

6:00pm Entertainment
Finger food, free tea, coffee & soft drinks, all other drinks at bar prices Fonzie Patten Mick Johnson Room

9:00pm Close



DAY 1: speakers

Shay is a proud Gunaikurnai man, born and raised in Lakes
Entrance.  He l ives for his family—his wife and three daughters ,
whom he adores.  

Shay proudly works at Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal
Corporation,  establ ished in 2007 as the Registered Aboriginal
Party representing the Gunaikurnai people,  the Tradit ional Owners
of Country ,  as determined by the Victor ian Aboriginal  Heritage
Counci l  under the Aboriginal  Heritage Act ,  2006.  He has held a
number of roles including GLaWAC On Country Ranger ,  Joint
Management Manager ,  and Cultural  Education Off icer .
.
“My culture is  my passion and gives me strength.  Understanding
where I  come from, appreciat ing where I  am now, and knowing
where I  want to be.  I  am priv i leged by the knowledge handed
down to me by my Elders and have the utmost respect for their
journey.  I  hope to make my Elders proud as I  continue my own
journey of learning about my culture and sharing my knowledge.
However ,  I  feel  I  have only just scratched the surface.

The Gunaikurnai community is  proud of how we represent and
include the mob in achieving broad respect for our culture,
protecting and heal ing our land,  and working towards genuine
economic independence.”

shay terrick  gunaikurnai land and waters aboriginal corporation



DAY 1: speakers

Kim is the Government Relat ionships Manager at Kinaway
Chamber of Commerce,  the peak body representing cert i f ied
Aboriginal  and Torres Strait  Is lander businesses in Victor ia.  
The word Kinaway is from the Gunaikurnai language meaning
‘exchange’ .

Our focus is on changing Aboriginal  and Torres Strait  Is lander
people’s l ives through a strength-based model of  business
ownership and part icipation in the Victor ian economy.

Kinaway Chamber of Commerce is an establ ished charity with 
the purpose of advancing Victor ian Aboriginal  businesses to
actively part icipate and excel  in both national and 
international economies.

kim keen  kinaway chamber of commerce
Richard is the Regional Manager (Vic/Tas) for Many Rivers ,  a for-
purpose organisation that provides microenterprise development
and community economic development support to Indigenous
and other Austral ians who want to access the economy, however ,
for various reasons,  lack the f inancial  or practical  business
support to do so.

Many Rivers purpose is to walk alongside individuals and
communit ies over the long term, offer ing accessible business
development support ,  products and services,  including pro-bono
legal advice and microf inance business loans.  

With this support individuals and communit ies can regain control
of their  f inancial  future,  reduce personal stress ,  move away from
welfare dependency,  provide for their  famil ies and contr ibute
more productively to society i .e .  producing goods and services,
income, jobs and f inancial  security .

richard belford  many rivers



DAY 1: entertainment

Fonzie is  a proud Gunai man who has music in his blood.  “Honey
melt ing off  a hot rock"  is  how Fonzie’s voice has been described.
Fonzie has performed al l  across the country including Ocean
Sounds Fest ival  and the Byron Bay Blues Fest ival  to name a few.

His song “Strong Black Woman” has become an anthem across
Austral ia ,  whi le “Crave” came in at number s ix  on Tr iple J
Unearthed.  Fonzie has recently been back in the studio recording
a new EP inspired by l iv ing on Mi l lowl (Phi l l ip Is land) for the past 
3 years .

Performing a mix of covers and or iginals new and old in his own
unique style ,  Fonzie’s powerful  vocals ,  mixed with emotional
storytel l ing are sure to make this a memorable performance not
to be missed.
 
You can fol low Fonzie on Facebook:  paulpattenaustral ia
And is contactable on paulpattenmusic@gmail .com

fonzie patten  musician



DAY 2: friDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2024

The focus of day two shifts to service providers ,
offer ing essential  tools and resources to help the
Aboriginal  community develop and launch their
business ideas.  

From coaching and training to business development
and marketing strategies,  part icipants wi l l  walk away
empowered to take their  next steps.



Time Activity Facilitator Location

9:30 Welcome to Country, Smoking & Dance Ceremony Aunty Michelle Dow
Borun Boys and 
Djeetgung Dancers

Outdoor Turf Area

10:00 Keynote Speaker Brian Stevens - Wariga Molla
Strengthening Cultural Partnerships

Turfside Function Room

10:30 Aboriginal Business Panel Session
Join Aboriginal business owners as they share their stories of strength, resilience,
and achievement on their journey to building independent Aboriginal businesses. 

Nigel Pearce – Pearce Cameron 
Mick Harding – Ngargan Warendj
Lionel Dukakis – First Nation Traffic       
                               Management
Fiona Sorensen - Sorensen Cleaning 
                                 & Support

Mick Johnson Room

11:00 Morning Tea Turfside Function Room

11:30pm Is your business ready to plug in to the energy transition?
with GLaWAC and SEC

Brett Whitfield - GLaWAC
Christina Young - SEC

Mick Johnson Room

12:30pm Lunch

1:00pm Getting started in business
with Many Rivers, GLaWAC, IBA and Supply Nation

Richard & Alex - Many Rivers
Kelvin & Caron - GLaWAC
David - IBA
Jessie - Supply Nation

Mick Johnson Room

All Day Small Business Support Services Karen Oliver - Business Advisor Outdoor Turf Area

All Day Deadly Aboriginal Market Space Aboriginal Barber (Free Men’s Cuts)
GLaWAC Aboriginal Art Gallery
Deadly artists & merchandise 

Turfside Function Room

4:00pm Close

DAY 2: friDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2024



DAY 2: keynote speaker

Proudly hai l ing from Orbost in East Gippsland,  Br ian Stevens is a
dist inguished Gunai man with over 30 years of expert ise in
Aboriginal  community leadership and governance.  His extensive
career is  f i rmly embedded in a deep cultural  understanding,
guided by Aboriginal  community protocols and values,  which he
appl ies across diverse sectors and managerial  roles .

Br ian has honed exceptional sk i l ls  in governance,  corporate
planning,  change management,  and program design through his
longstanding career .  His expert ise spans across strategic
planning,  community development,  and leadership training,
always with a focus on bui lding cultural  competency and
engagement.

As the founder of Br ian Stevens Consult ing (trading as Wariga
Mol la) ,  which has been successful ly operating for over 13 years ,
Br ian provides tai lored consultancy services to a wide array of
cl ients .  His work focuses on leadership development,  business
growth,  community engagement,  and professional mentoring and
coaching.

Respected as a leader in his f ie ld ,  Br ian has made signif icant
contr ibutions to government pol icies and strategies via various
Board roles that promote Indigenous leadership,  economic
development,  Aboriginal  health ,  arts and cultural  tourism. His
commitment to cultural ly appropriate management practices is
ref lected in his work on cultural  awareness,  competency,  and
safety training.

Brian Stevens  Wariga Molla 



DAY 2: aboriginal BUSINEss panel session

An Indigenous business working in the Landscaping and
Environmental sector .  Pearce Cameron Contractors ,  who recently
celebrated 2 years in business,  is  based in Bairnsdale and is a
registered Indigenous company that has a strong key objective of
providing meaningful  training and employment opportunit ies to
Indigenous people.

Nigel Pearce   Pearce Cameron Contractors Pty Ltd

First Nations Traff ic Management are leaders in Traff ic Control
across NSW and Victoria.  They have been creating Aboriginal and
Torres Strait  Is lander jobs and careers in the construction industry
for major projects throughout Victoria since 2019 and New South
Wales from 2023.

Lionel Dukakis   First Nations Traffic Management

Sorensen Cleaning was founded in 2019 by Fiona and her family .
The business was created when Fiona real ised there was a space
in the Latrobe Val ley for an Aboriginal owned and run cleaning
company. On top of this F iona already had experience working as
a commercial  cleaner ,  so it  was the perfect f i t  for F iona to start
her own cleaning business.

In a short amount of t ime Sorensen Cleaning grew to include staff
members to be able to keep up with the cleaning demand.
Short ly after ,  the services Fiona and her crew offered grew         
f rom cleaning services to include community access support  
and other small  house hold jobs.

Fiona Sorenson   Sorenson Cleaning & Support Pty Ltd

Ngarga Warendj which means dancing wombat produces high
quality contemporary Indigenous Art ,  using designs based on
tradit ional symbols from South-East Austral ia.  As a member of the
Taungurung people Mick draws upon his Aboriginal heritage in his
artwork.  From woodwork and sculpture to printmaking and
giftwares,  his designs showcase Indigenous art in a contemporary
style.

Mick Harding   Ngarga Warendj



DAY 2: interactive workshops

This workshop is about the business opportunit ies in the energy
transit ion.  The session gives an overview of the transit ion,  some
of the major projects coming up,  and where to go to level-up to
be transit ion-ready.  

GLaWAC has a big job during this energy transit ion to oversee the
protection and heal ing of Country and to make sure that
economic,  business,  employment and l i festyle opportunit ies are
avai lable to our mob.

This is  a complex space with lots of players and we’re working
hard to posit ion ourselves to inf luence outcomes that have the
biggest benefits for our mob.

Is your business ready to plug into the energy transition? 11:30am  - 12:30pm

Are you ready to take the f i rst  step towards bui lding your own
business? This session is designed to help you assess your
readiness,  identi fy the ski l ls  you' l l  need,  and understand the
importance of having a sol id business plan.  

Experts from Many Rivers ,  GLaWAC, IBA,  and Supply Nation wi l l
walk you through the essential  steps to start ing a new business,
from securing funding to f inding the r ight support and guidance.
 
Whether you're just beginning to explore the idea of running your
own business or looking for practical  advice to move forward,  this
session wi l l  provide the tools and insights you need to turn your
vis ion into real i ty .

getting started in business 1:15pm -2:15pm



DAY 2: interactive workshops

Karen Ol iver ,  a ski l led business adviser wi l l  be onboard the bus
providing the advisory sessions.  Karen has been support ing
regional businesses for over 10 years ,  and has also worked with
the First  Nations Tourism Mentoring Program during that t ime.

There wi l l  be 5 sessions avai lable on the bus,  each running for 45
minutes.  In addit ion to the one-on-one session,  the bus also
comes equipped with a concierge service,  avai lable for people
stopping by who would l ike to hear about the dif ferent supports
avai lable from Business Victor ia.

Small Business Bus  All Day

Throughout the day,  a range of dedicated support services wi l l  be
avai lable to guide and assist  Aboriginal  businesses at every
stage of their  journey.  Whether you're seeking advice on start ing
out ,  growing your enterprise,  or explor ing funding options,  these
organisations are here to offer tai lored expert ise and resources
to help you succeed.
Support Services Avai lable:

APM
Austral ian Business Volunteers
EACH Financial  Counsel l ing
Everick Foundation
GLaWAC
Indigenous Business Austral ia
Kindred Spir i ts
Kinaway
Many Rivers
Small  Business Victor ia
StartUp Gippsland
Supply Nation

aboriginal  business support services   all day



Moe racing club function centre floor plan


