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OFFICIAL 

Chairperson 
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 
 
Email: notifications@glawac.com.au  
  

Date: 9 January 2026 
Our Reference: 53G\PP2679 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Chairperson, 
 
RE: NOTICE CONCERNING PRE-EXISTING RIGHT (RIGHT TO COMMENT) 
CONVERSION OF AN IMPROVEMENT PURCHASE LEASE TO FREEHOLD TITLE – RICHARD 
STANLEY CHESTER 
 

The Proposal 

Mr Richard Stanley Chester has sought approval to convert his Improvement Purchase Lease, 
which commenced in 1968, to freehold title under Section 157 of the Land Act 1958.  
 
The Purchase Lease was issued over Crown Allotment 53G, Parish of Glenmaggie, comprising of 
approximately 26.88 hectares and located on Old Joes Road, Seaton.  
 
Mr Chester has met the terms of his lease and can be granted freehold title under Section 157 of 
the Land Act 1958.  
 
The location of the area subject to Improvement Purchase Lease is outlined in the following 
attachments: 

• Cadastral Plan showing Crown allotment descriptions, as shown outlined in red.  

• Aerial Imagery Plan showing Crown allotment descriptions, as shown outlined in red. 

• Improvement Purchase Lease - (V1208 F681), relevant section outlined in blue. 

• Section 157 of the Land Act 1958, relevant section outlined in blue.  
 

Description of The Native Title Land and Waters Affected 

Crown allotment Crown Allotment 53G (53G\PP2679), Parish of Glenmaggie.  
 
This allotment of Crown land is unreserved Crown land. 
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The above area is subject to a recommendation from the Land Conservation Council 
(predecessor to the now Victorian Environmental Assessment Council), Gippsland Lake 
Hinterland Area (1983) – V1c – Uncategorised Public Land   
 

Seeking Your Comments 

The Native Title Act 1993 (NTA) requires DEECA to consult and seek comments from the 
Traditional Owners of Native Title lands on the proposed future act, and you are now invited to 
provide comments within 40 days of the date of this notification.  

Please note that the proposed grant of freehold title will extinguish native title.  

Should you wish to discuss this proposal please contact Christina Lancaster at the following 
details. 

Christina Lancaster 
Program Officer 
Land and Built Environment, Gippsland 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action  
Email: christina.lancaster@deeca.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 0448 469 501 
 

Legislative Basis for this Notice 

The proposed conversion of an Improvement Purchase Lease to freehold title is valid under 
Subdivision IB of the Native Title Act 1993 (NTA) which allows for pre-existing right-based acts to 
occur.  

In instances where the act consists of the grant of freehold or confers a right of exclusive 
possession (which extinguishes native title rights and interests), it is necessary that formal 
procedural notice be given to any registered claimant and to any registered Representative 
Body. 

In this case the proposal is the grant of freehold that has come about through a pre-existing 
right.  

The proposed grant of freehold title will extinguish native title. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christina Lancaster  
Program Officer 
Land and Built Environment, Gippsland 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
 
Date of Notice: 9 January 2026 
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604 1958. Land. No. 6284
As to issue of
Crown grant.
No. 5981 s. 7.

Power to
Board to
accept
surrender of
lease in
certain
events.
No. 5981 s. 8.

Power to
Governor in
Council to
forfeit leases.
No. 5981 s. 9.

Power to
lessee to
remove
certain
improvements
on forfeiture
of lease.

As to
assignment of
leases in
certain cases.
No. 5981
s. 10.

157. The Governor in Council shall issue a Crown grant of
the land leased at any time after the expiration of the initial
period if—

(a) the land improvements required to be effected by the
Board have been effected;

(b) the lessee has established his permanent home in
accordance with the conditions of the improvement
purchase lease; and

(c) the total amount of purchase price and other fees have
been paid.

(1) The Board may on behalf of Her Majesty at any
time within twelve months after the granting of the lease accept
a surrender of the lease if the Board is satisfied that the lessee
is unable to carry out and perform the conditions and covenants
of his lease because of reasons or circumstances beyond his control.

(2) The surrender of the lease under this section shall not
render any person ineligible to apply for an improvement purchase
lease of any other land available.

159. (1) The Governor in Council may, if the Minister after
a public hearing under section thirty-four of this Act is satisfied
that the lessee has become the lessee in violation of any of the
provisions of this Division or that the lessee has broken any of
the conditions or covenants of his lease, declare the lease to be
forfeited.

(2) Upon the publication in the Government Gazette of such
declaration the interest created by the said lease shall cease and
determine and the right and title of the said lessee in and to
such lease and the land therein described and all moneys paid
thereunder shall be absolutely forfeited.

(3) Where any lease under this Division is so forfeited by
the Governor in Council the lessee may unless prohibited by the
terms of the declaration forfeiting the lease within thirty days of
the publication of such declaration remove any structural
improvements erected by him but shall have no other claim
whatsoever in respect of or arising out of the forfeiture of any
such lease.

160. Notwithstanding anything in this Division or in any lease
granted hereunder—

(a) if the lessee dies during the initial period the Board
shall permit the executor or administrator of such
lessee to assign such lease to any person who is
eligible to apply for a lease under this Division;
and

(b) if the lessee—
(i) becomes bankrupt or assigns his estate for

the benefit of or compounds with his
creditors; or
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