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OFFICIAL 

Chairperson 
Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation 
27 Scriveners Road 
Kalimna West    Victoria    3909 
 
By email: notifications@glawac.com.au    
  

Date: 14 October 2026 
Our Reference: 3002972 

 
Dear Chairperson 
 
RE: NOTICE CONCERNING WORKS ON NATIVE TITLE LANDS (RIGHT TO COMMENT) 
PROPOSED CHANNEL AND LEVY BANK WORKS – LATROBE RIVER AT DOWDS MORASS  
 

The Proposal 

West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority proposes to carry out waterway management works 
at Latrobe River and Dowds Morass in Sale.  
 
The proposed works include construction of a water inlet channel, regulator and levy bank bypass 
channel, essentially providing a connection between the Latrobe River to the wetlands, as shown in the 
attached drawings.  
 
The proposed works are for conservation purposes, with the aim of improving water quality and habitat in 
the wetlands.  
 
Proposed works will occur on the river frontage to the Latrobe River and Dowds Morass.  
 
WGCMA has lodged a planning permit application (P228/2026) for the works.  

The location of the area subject to proposal is outlined in the following attachments: 

• Cadastral plan showing Crown allotment descriptions. 
• Infrastructure Drawings 
• Planning Submission 
• Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
• Letter of support from GLAWAC to funding bid – dated 2020 

 

Description of The Native Title Land and Waters Affected 

River frontage to the Latrobe River - Crown allotment 21Y6, Parish of Glencoe (P261706) BEING Crown 
land permanently reserved for public purposes by Order in Council of 23 May 1881 Gov Gazette dated 
1881 page 1389. Managed by DEECA. 
 
Dowd Morass – Crown allotment G2, Parish of Glencoe (P260109) temporarily reserved under s22F of the 
Land Act 1958, being Dowd’s Morass State Game Reserve managed by Parks Victoria.  
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Seeking Your Comments 

The Native Title Act 1993 (NTA) requires DEECA to consult and seek comments from the Traditional 
Owners of Native Title lands and incorporate appropriate conditions into consent to use and develop the 
land. 

We understand that the proponent may also be obliged under Cultural Heritage legislation to contact the 
Gunaikurnai RAP body concerning this project and we will advise them of those responsibilities as a matter 
of standard process. However, if you would also like DEECA to raise some specific conditions on cultural 
heritage protection matters in the exercise of your native title right to protect cultural heritage as part of 
this formal commentary and approvals process, we will be happy to do so at your direction. 

Further, your comments on how this proposal might affect your other native title rights and interests, and 
how that can be managed or addressed as part of this approvals process are also keenly sought. 

These recognised rights and interests include the: 

• right to have access to or enter and remain on the land and waters; 

• right to use and enjoy the land and waters; 

• right to take the resources of the land and waters for the purposes of satisfying personal, 
domestic or communal needs, but not for any commercial purposes; 

• right to protect and maintain places and areas on the land and waters which are of importance 
according to Gunaikurnai traditional laws and customs;  

• right to camp 

• right to engage in cultural activities; 

• right to engage in rituals and ceremonies; 

• right to hold meetings and gatherings; 

• right to teaching and learning about the physical, spiritual and cultural attributes of places and 
areas of importance. 

Please note that the ‘non-extinguishment’ principle applies to these works and your native title rights will 
continue to exist over the site. 

The Department intends to advise the proponent that the project can proceed after 40 days from the date 
of this notification have elapsed. We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this proposal however in 
the meantime please contact Matt Kelly at the following details. 

 
Will Hoban 
Program Officer Public Land Services 
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
Level 3, 6-12 Seymour Street 
Traralgon, Victoria, 3844 

Email:  William.hoban@deeca.vic.gov.au  
Phone: 0436 616 650 
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Legislative Basis for this Notice 

The proposed activity is a valid future act pursuant to Section 24 JA of the Native Title Act 1993. 
 
Subdivision J of the Native Title Act 1993 (NTA) allows for acts to be carried out on reserves provided that 
the act is in good faith with the purpose of the reservation.  Where the act involves the construction of a 
public work, it is necessary that formal procedural notice be given to any Body Corporate and to any 
registered Representative Body. 
 
This notice is also prepared and issued cognisant of the agreed terms outlined in Section 7.3 of the 
Indigenous Land Use Agreement between the State of Victoria and the Gunaikurnai Land and Waters 
Aboriginal Corporation dated 22 October 2010 and registered with the National Native Title Tribunal on 8 
February 2011. 
 
The proposed works are to be carried out over land that was validly reserved prior to 23/12/96.  The 
future act is in accordance with the purpose of the reservation (Public Purposes).  
 

The non-extinguishment principle applies. 

 
 
Will Hoban 
Program Officer Public Land Services  
Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
 
Date of Notice: 14 October 2026 
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1 May 2020

Martin Fuller
Chief Executive Officer
West Gippsland CMA
PO Box 1374
Traralgon VIC 3844

Dear Martin,

RE: Letter of Support WGCMA Funding Bids (Lower Latrobe Wetlands Infrastructure and Maffra Weir 
Fishway)

The Gunaikurnai Land and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) supports the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) in their funding bids for the lower Latrobe River wetlands 
infrastructure project and Maffra Weir fishway project.

GLaWAC and WGCMA have an MOU in place, that is an undertaking to work together on projects in the 
Gunaikurnai Native Title area, in the areas of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage, Natural Resource Management 
and Traditional Ecological Knowledge.  

GLaWAC values its partnership with WGCMA and has worked closely with WGCMA on delivering projects 
across the region, including contributions to the development of these two infrastructure projects. 

WGCMA is well regarded for their inclusive and strategic nature in NRM planning. It has a strong track 
record of working closely with community and industry in the development and implementation of NRM 
projects.

These projects will contribute to culturally significant values through the provision of fish passage and the 
protection of the lower Latrobe wetlands. These wetlands hold particularly significance to the 
Gunaikurnai as ancestral hunting grounds and the site where Borun the pelican crossed the Latrobe River 
on his way south in the Mother and Father song line, Borun and Tuk. 

We look forward to working with WGCMA in delivering these important regionally significant projects.

If you have any questions, please contact Daniel Miller, General Manager On Country, 
dmiller@glawac.com.au or 0437 232 484.

Yours Sincerely,

Daniel Miller
General Manager On Country
Gunaikurnai Land & Waters Aboriginal; Corporation
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